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Introduction to the International Baccalaureate Program

Founded in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968, the International Baccalaureate (IB) offers high quality programs of
international education to a worldwide community of schools. The IB aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable, and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through
intercultural understanding and respect. To this end, the IB works with schools, governments, and international
organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and rigorous assessment. These
programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate, and lifelong learners who
understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right- from the IB Mission Statement.
Myers Park High School offers two unique IB programs, the Middle Years Program (IB MYP) for freshmen
and sophomores and the IB Diploma Program for juniors and seniors. These programs complement each other
to give students a unique educational environment that will allow them to develop academically, socially, and
emotionally. With an emphasis on certain core principles, the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program help students
see their education in the context of how they live their lives and how they interact with the world around them.
Adherence to these core principles of rigor in the classroom, collaborative and cross-cultural curriculum, and an
internationally-minded approach to understanding course content have helped the International Baccalaureate
Organization become a global leader in education.
In 1992, Myers Park High School became the first public school in North Carolina to offer the IB Diploma
Program, and the first school (public or private) in the United States to offer the IB Middle Years Program.
Students enrolled in the IB Diploma Program have the opportunity to earn an internationally recognized IB
Diploma in addition their Myers Park High School diploma.
IB Students Are Given a Unique Education
They will:


be encouraged to think independently and drive their own learning



take part in a program of education that can lead them to some of the highest ranking colleges and
universities around the world



become more culturally aware, through the development of a second language



be able to engage with people in an increasingly globalized, rapidly changing world



complete required research assignments and community service



learn advanced study skills, including time management, goal setting, advanced research skills, test-



taking, note-taking, and independent study
be exposed to instructional techniques and strategies to extend depth of knowledge
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IB Learner Profile

The IB Learner Profile represents ten attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe these attributes, and
others like them, can help individuals and groups become responsible members of local, national and global
communities. IB learners (IB MYP and IB Diploma Program) strive to be:
Inquirers. We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life.
Knowledgeable. We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of
disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.
Thinkers. We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyze and take responsible action on complex
problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions.
Communicators. We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in many
ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and groups.
Principled. We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with respect for
the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and their consequences.
Open-minded. We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values and
traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow from the
experience.
Caring. We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act to make a
positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.
Risk-takers. We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and
cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of
challenges and change.
Balanced. We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives — intellectual, physical,
and emotional — to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our interdependence with other
people and with the world in which we live.
Reflective. We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to understand our
strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal development.
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IB Middle Years Program (IB MYP) for Freshmen and Sophomores
The IB MYP curriculum comprises eight subject groups, providing a broad and balanced education for
freshmen and sophomores. Interdisciplinary learning supports students to understand bodies of knowledge from
two or more disciplines or subject groups, in order to integrate them and create new understandings. The IB
MYP encourages students to make practical connections between their studies and the real world. Students who
complete the IB MYP are well prepared to undertake the IB Diploma Program.

A challenging framework that encourages students to make practical connections between their studies and the
real world, the IB MYP is inclusive by design; students of all interests and academic abilities can benefit from
their participation. The IB MYP comprises eight subject groups: Myers Park students have the option to take
courses from six of the eight subject groups within certain limits, to provide greater flexibility in meeting
state/local requirements and individual student learning needs.


Language and Literature (required)



Language Acquisition (required)



Individuals and Societies (required)



Sciences (required)



Mathematics (required)



Arts (optional)



Physical and Health Education (required)



Design (optional)
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What is an IB education?
According to the IB Organization publication, What is an IB Education? (2017), “it aims to be informative, not
definitive; it invites conversation and regular review. The IB Organization has always championed a stance of
critical engagement with challenging ideas, one that values the progressive thinking of the past while remaining
open to future innovation. It reflects the IB Organization’s commitment to creating a collaborative, global
community united by a mission to make a better world through education.
As the IB Organization’s mission in action, the IB Learner Profile concisely describes the aspirations of a global
community that shares the values underlying the IB’s educational philosophy. The IB Learner Profile
describes the attributes and outcomes of education for international-mindedness.
The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world:





centers on learners
develops effective approaches to teaching and learning
works within global contexts
explores significant content

What the Research Shows
The IB MYP aims to develop active learners and internationally minded young people who can empathize with
others and pursue lives of purpose and meaning.
The program empowers students to inquire into a wide range of issues and ideas of significance locally,
nationally and globally. The result is young people who are creative, critical and reflective thinkers.
Research shows that students participating in the IB MYP:







build confidence in managing their own learning
learn by doing, connecting the classroom to the larger world
outperform non-IB students in critical academic skills
consistently have greater success in IB Diploma Program examinations
thrive in positive school cultures where they are engaged and motivated to excel
develop an understanding of global challenges and a commitment to act as responsible citizens.

Inquiry
Sustained inquiry forms the centerpiece of the written, taught and assessed curriculum in all IB programs. The
IB MYP features structured inquiry both into established bodies of knowledge and into complex problems. In
this approach, prior knowledge and experience establish the basis for new learning.
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Teaching and Learning in Context
Students learn best when their learning experiences have context and are connected to their lives and their
experience of the world that they have experienced. Students demonstrate interdisciplinary understanding when
they bring together concepts, methods, or forms of communication from two or more disciplines or established
areas of expertise so that they can explain a phenomenon, solve a problem, create a product, or raise a new
question in ways that would have been unlikely through a single discipline.
Conceptual Understanding
Concepts are big ideas that have relevance within specific disciplines and across subject areas. IB MYP
students use concepts as a vehicle to inquire into issues and ideas of personal, local and global significance and
examine knowledge holistically. The IB MYP prescribes sixteen key interdisciplinary concepts along with
related concepts for each discipline. These are in the IB MYP curriculum guides, available online.
Approaches to Learning
A unifying thread throughout all IB MYP subject groups, Approaches to Learning (ATL) provides the
foundation for independent learning and encourages the application of their knowledge and skills in unfamiliar
contexts. Developing and applying these social, thinking, research, communication and self-management skills
helps students learn how to learn.
Service as Action, through Community Service
Students take action when they apply what they are learning in the classroom and beyond. IB learners strive to
be caring members of the community who demonstrate a commitment to service—making a positive difference
to the lives of others and to the environment. Freshmen must complete community service activities.
Sophomores must complete community service activities and complete a Personal Project.
Global Contexts
Using global contexts, IB MYP students develop an understanding of their common humanity and shared
guardianship of the planet through developmentally appropriate explorations of:


identities and relationships



personal and cultural identity



orientations in space and time



scientific and technical innovation



fairness and development



globalization and sustainability
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Subject Groups
English- Group 1
World Lang- Group 2
To enter the Higher Level
(HL) track in grade 10,
students MUST complete
level III in 9th grade.
Social Studies- Group 3
Sciences- Group 4

Math- Group 5
IB Math HL track
IB MYP Math 3- 9th
IB Math SL II- 10th
Arts & Electives- Group 6

Elective or requirement
Elective or requirement

9th Grade-IB MYP Courses
IB MYP English I Required
Chinese, French, German, Latin, or IB
MYP Spanish options: Levels I and II
or Level II and Level III or
Level III (immersion only)
One of the above is required.
IB MYP World History Required
IB MYP Biology Required and
IB MYP Earth/Envir Science or either
AP Environmental Science in grades 11
or 12 or IB Environmental Systems and
Societies I & II grades 11 and 12.
IB MYP NC Math 2 is required.
Students, who do not complete Level I
in 8th grade, will take a year-long math
course- Foundations and Math I
IB MYP Art or IB MYP Drama or
IB MYP Earth/Envir Science or
an elective or a course needed to meet
program requirements.
IB MYP Health & PE Required
IB MYP or non IB MYP elective

10th Grade- IB MYP Courses
IB MYP English II Required
Chinese, French, German, Latin, or
IB MYP Spanish options:
(1) Levels II and III or
(2) Level III or (3) IB SL I
One of the above is required.
IB MYP Civics and Econ Required
IB MYP Chemistry Required
IB MYP Physics is Optional
but HIGHLY recommended. If you
plan to take IB Physics, you MUST
take IB MYP Physics.
MUST complete IB MYP NC Math 3
to enter the IB Diploma Program.
IB Math HL track students completed
IB MYP NC Math 3 in 9th grade.
IB MYP Art or IB MYP Drama or
IB MYP Physics or
an elective or a course needed to
meet program requirements.
IB MYP or non IB MYP elective
IB MYP or non IB MYP elective

Students who plan to enter the IB Diploma Program in grade 11 are strongly encouraged to read the IB
Diploma Program requirements in this Handbook and the 2019-2020 High School Planning Guide, available at
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/cmsdepartments/ci/Documents/2019%20HS%20Planning%20Guide.pdf#search=qua
lity%20points
To enter the IB Diploma Program in grade 11, a student must meet these course prerequisites: English I; English
II; NC Math 1, 2 & 3; Biology and Earth/ Environmental Science; Chemistry; World History; American
History: Found Principles, Civics & Economics; and Level III of Chinese, French, German, Latin, or Spanish.
Most students will take the above in the IB MYP. However, Honors students may also enter the IB Diploma
Program in grade 11, if they take courses in grades 9 & 10 that correspond to the above IB MYP courses.
Options to meet the Earth Environmental Science Requirement
IB MYP students may enter the IB Diploma Program in grade 11 without completing IB MYP
Earth/Environmental Science. However, they MUST take either AP Environmental Science in grades 11 or 12
or IB Environmental Systems and Societies I & II in grades 11 and 12, to meet graduation requirements.
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Building a Four Year High School Plan
Begin with the end in mind! Students are strongly encouraged to develop a four-year plan to complete IB
Diploma requirements! Not only do students have to meet minimal requirements to enter the IB Diploma
Program, there are pre-requisites for some IB courses. Examples include the higher level World Languages and
higher level Math tracks. Therefore, students must do a certain amount of strategizing in order to have their
schedules coincide with their IB Diploma plans. During our counseling sessions with students who are
interested in IB, we do our best to help them work out their schedules to their best advantage. Occasionally,
due to the ambitious and academically diverse nature of our students, there are scheduling conflicts. Planning
can be a daunting task. There are so many things to consider and so many unknowns. One thing that makes a
four-year high school plan complicated is that most students are really doing three things at the same time:
1. Completing high school graduation requirements- Read the 2019-2020 CMS High School Planning Guide.
2. Completing college entrance requirements- See your counselor.
3. Completing IB MYP and IB Diploma requirements- Read this Handbook and the IB Four Year Plan.
Implementing your High School Plan
Your entire transcript, freshman through senior year, will be part of your college application. If your goal is to
gain admission to a competitive college or university, you need to create a solid four-year plan. However,
remain flexible and realize that your needs and goals may change over time.
Be aware of IB and graduation requirements, college entrance requirements, and course pre-requisites.






Develop good study habits. Not only does this prepare you for the IB Diploma Program, but it will also
increase your GPA.
Study hard. Ask for tutoring if your grades are slipping.
If you miss tests or assignments due to illness or unforeseen circumstances, schedule a makeup time
with your teachers ASAP!
Grades are important, but it’s not all about grades. Per the IB Learner Profile, strive to be balanced!
Do you have a unique skill? Are you passionate about a cause? Start your own club, or organize a
community service project.

Your counselor is an important person for you to get to know! Please check the Student Services website to
find your counselor. http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/myersparkHS/Pages/Default.aspx
Vision:
The Myers Park School Counselors will advocate for all students to obtain an equitable education in which
students will become engaged lifelong learners.
Mission:
The Myers Park School Counselors exist to provide all students with a comprehensive school counseling
program focused on enhancing academic, career and personal/social growth. Counselors will collaborate with
stakeholders, including teachers, administrators and parents to assist students in reaching their full potential to
function in a global society.
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Personal Project
In the final year of the IB MYP (10th grade), each student completes a Personal Project. The Personal Project is
a significant piece of work that is the product of the student's own initiative and creativity. A teacher supervisor
will assess it against a set of IB MYP assessment criteria. The assessment criteria are: A: Investigating, B:
Planning, C: Taking action, and D: Reflecting.
Students are expected to choose their project, which can take many forms, and take the process through to
completion under the supervision of a teacher in the school. This involves:




planning
research
a high degree of personal reflection.

Students and supervisors use the online program, ManageBac, to manage the Personal Project from initial
proposal to assessment. Please see the Handbook section describing ManageBac.
To enter the IB Diploma Program in grade 11, students must have passed the required IB MYP courses, and
successfully completed Personal Project and Community Service requirements.
IB MYP Assessment
There are no external exams or IB-validated grades in the IB MYP. Thus, IB examiners do not grade
assignments or exams. However, IB MYP students take required Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools and North
Carolina assessments. Some IB MYP students take Advanced Placement (AP) courses and sit for the
corresponding AP exams. Students will find information concerning these assessments on the Myers Park
website. Mrs. Dowdy, the Myers Park’s Instructional Accountability Facilitator, can address questions related
to these assessments amber1.dowdy@cms.k12.nc.us
The IB MYP assessment process is called a criterion-related model. It is vital that both students and parents
understand the methods of assessment and play an active role in the process.





This model is very helpful because students know before even attempting the work what needs to be
done to reach each level.
The model also helps teachers to clarify and express their expectations about assignments in a way that
students can understand.
The strength of this model is that students are assessed for what they can do, rather than being ranked
against each other.
Students receive feedback on their performance based on the criteria level descriptors.

The aim of IB MYP assessment is to support and encourage student learning.
 Teachers continually gather and analyze information on student performance and provide feedback to
students to help them improve their performance.
 Students must also be involved in evaluating their own progress using self-assessment and reflection.
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Assessment for IB MYP courses and the Personal Project are criterion-related, based on four equally weighted
assessment criteria. Each criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1–8), divided into four bands that
generally represent limited (1–2); adequate (3–4); substantial (5–6); and excellent (7–8) performance. Each
band has its own unique descriptor that teachers use to make “best-fit” judgments about students’ achievement.
There are no internal or external assessments, or IB Organization graded IB MYP exams.
Criterion A

Criterion B

Criterion C

Criterion D

Language and Lit

Analyzing

Organizing

Producing text

Using language

Language
Acquisition

Comprehending
spoken and visual
text

Comprehending
written and visual
text

Communicating

Using language

Individuals and
Societies

Knowing and
understanding

Investigating

Communicating

Thinking critically

Sciences

Knowing and
understanding

Inquiring and
designing

Processing and
evaluating

Reflecting on the
impacts of science

Mathematics

Knowing and
understanding

Investigating
patterns

Communicating

Applying
mathematics in
real world contexts

Arts

Knowing and
understanding

Developing skills

Thinking creatively

Responding

PE

Knowing and
understanding

Planning for
performance

Applying and
performing

Reflecting and
improving
performance

Design

Inquiring and
analyzing

Developing ideas

Creating the solution

Evaluating

Personal Project

Investigating

Planning

Taking Action

Reflecting

Conversion of CMS (A-F) to IB MYP Grades (1-7)
Boundary
28-32
24-27
19-23
15-18
10-14
6-9
1-5

IB MYP Grade
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

CMS Numerical
95-100
90-94
80-89
70-79
60-69
50-59
Below 50
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CMS Letter
A
A
B
C
D
F
F

IB MYP Descriptor
Frequently innovative
Occasionally innovative work
High-quality work
Good-quality work
Acceptable quality work
Limited quality work
Very limited quality work

CMS Grading Scale
A: 90-100 = 4.0
B: 80-89 = 3.0
C: 70-79 = 2.0
D: 60-69 = 1.0
F: < 59 = 0.0
How Are Final Course Grades Calculated
The final grade of a yearlong course is based on the formula: Semester 1 (40%) + Semester 2 (40%) + Final
Exam (20%) = Final Grade. The examination grade is the numeric score on the EOC, end of course assessment,
or the teacher- provided comprehensive examination.
The final grade of a semester course is based on the formula: Quarter 1 (40%) + Quarter 2 (40%) + Final Exam
(20%) = Final Grade. The examination grade is the numeric score on the EOC, end of course assessment, or the
teacher-provided comprehensive examination.
In an Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) course in which a student takes the AP or
IB exam, the final grade is based on the formula: Semester 1 (50%) + Semester 2 (50%) = Final Grade.
Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools Regulation IKAA-R requires students enrolled in AP or IB courses to take the
corresponding AP or IB exam. If a student fails to take the AP or IB exam, the student must take a teacherprovided exam. In this case, the student’s final grade shall be determined based on the formula: Semester 1
(40%) + Semester 2 (40%) + Final Exam (20%) = Final Grade.
Quality Point Weights
Honors and IB MYP courses receive an additional .5 quality point. Advanced Placement (AP) and International
Baccalaureate (IB) courses receive an additional 1.0 quality point. For example, students who earn an A in an
AP or IB course will receive a weighted 5.0 grade for that particular course. Students who earn an A in an
Honors or IB MYP course will receive a weighted 4.5 grade. Important: Please see the Myers Park High
School Profile for IB MYP quality points exceptions (e.g. Arts and World Languages).
Class Rank
Class rank is determined by ranking all students numerically by weighted GPA. The student(s) with the highest
average will be assigned a rank of number one (1) in the class. The student(s) with the second highest average
will be assigned the next highest rank. Students who have the same GPA will have the same rank in class.
Please read the High School Planning Guide 2019-2020 for additional information
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/cmsdepartments/ci/Documents/2019%20HS%20Planning%20Guide.pdf#search=qua
lity%20points
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Community Service Guidelines (Grades 9-10)
What are the expectations for grades 9 & 10?
The IB Organization does NOT set specific requirements regarding the number of hours students must devote
to community service. At Myers Park, we encourage students to develop a healthy balance of activities.
However, we do NOT have an hour requirement! Instead, students meet seven learning outcomes (see below).
How do students record their activities?
Students record their activities online in ManageBac. Students do NOT have to login hours. Instead, they meet
the seven learning outcomes listed in ManageBac. When students enter an activity, they check which learning
outcome(s) they plan to meet. Again, they don’t enter hours!
The registration window for new students is mid-June until August 30. Once all new students have registered
(the deadline is the end of the first week of school), ManageBac will send a welcome email to each student.
Then, they will be able to access ManageBac at https://myerspark.managebac.com
Seven Learning Outcomes:
1.-Awareness- Become more aware of your own strengths and areas for growth
2.-Ethics- Consider the ethical implications of your actions
3.-Global Value- Develop international-mindedness through global engagement, multilingualism and
intercultural understanding
4.- Initiative- Discuss, evaluate and plan student-initiated activities
5.- Perseverance- Persevere in action
6.- Challenge & New Skills- Undertake challenges that develop new skills
7.- Collaboration- Working collaboratively with others
Do students have to meet all seven learning outcomes for each activity?
No. The learning outcomes for service are aims/goals for students that they can achieve through involvement in
service both years (grades 9 & 10). The seven learning outcomes describe broadly how students can change
and grow through service with and for others; they are not intended to be met by every student in every service
activity, or completed each year. Longer, more complex service-learning projects offer opportunities to address
more learning outcomes. Students should strive to meet each learning outcome at least once each year.
Do summer activities count?
Yes. Freshmen and new students will enter them in ManageBac when they have access to it.

Remember: Commitment, being involved with others and giving of your time and talents is what community
service is all about, not counting hours! Again, students meet the learning outcomes in ManageBac.
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Students who were in the IB MYP last year
For continuing students, the login page for Myers Park is https://myerspark.managebac.com
Freshmen and new sophomores cannot login until they are registered in ManageBac.
How do new IB MYP students receive their login information?
Beginning in mid-June, students can register on the home page of the Myers Park website.
The registration window for new students opens in mid-June. Once all new students have registered (the
deadline is August 30), ManageBac will send a welcome email to each student.
Directions for using ManageBac
After receiving your welcome e-mail from ManageBac and setting your password, you can log in to your
ManageBac account at https://myerspark.managebac.com Please note that the welcome email link is only valid
for 24 hours.
On your home screen in ManageBac, click the Help button. It should be on the top right of your ManageBac
home screen. If it is not there, look for it on your home screen. It’s there somewhere!
After you click the Help button, you will be on the Help & Support Screen
In the column on the left of the Help & Support Screen, click the button that you are an IB MYP student. You
can then access a series of screen shots that will explain how to use ManageBac.
ManageBac is very easy to use. Here are the basic steps:
You will add a community service activity request in ManageBac and check the learning outcome(s).
The IB Coordinator will approve your activity, probably within 24 hours.
You will complete your activity.
You will reflect on your activity in ManageBac, once it’s completed.
After you reflect, you will ask your supervisor, who you will choose, to mark it complete.
If you don’t understand the above steps, click Help and read the screen shots.
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IB Diploma Program for Juniors and Seniors
The IB Diploma curriculum consists of six subject groups and the IB Diploma core, comprised of a course
called Theory of Knowledge (TOK); Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS); and the Extended Essay, an
independent, self-directed piece of research, finishing with a 4,000-word paper. The two-year interdisciplinary
Theory of Knowledge course is designed to develop a coherent approach to learning that transcends and unifies
the academic areas and encourages appreciation of other cultural perspectives. Creativity, Activity, and Service
involves students in a range of activities that take place alongside their academic studies. The Extended Essay
provides students with an opportunity to engage in personal research on a topic of choice, under the guidance of
a supervisor. Through the IB Diploma core, students reflect on the nature of knowledge, complete independent
research, and undertake a project that often involves community service.

To enter the IB Diploma Program in grade 11, students must have passed the required IB MYP courses, and
successfully completed Personal Project and Community Service requirements.
The IB Diploma and College Admission
The IB Diploma Program is a rigorous and demanding program that provides students with a first-class
preparation for their future after Myers Park High School. Students follow a course of study with a global
reputation for academic excellence. The IB Diploma Program enjoys a high level of respect and recognition
among the world’s higher education institutions. For students, success in the IB Diploma Program often results
in advanced standing, course credit, scholarships, and other admissions related benefits at many colleges and
universities. Research suggests that higher rates of IB students go on to higher education study than non-IB
students. Recognition comes in many forms, but the most common are:
15



Recruitment—colleges and universities actively recruiting IB students.



Admission—the IB Diploma is fully recognized in the admissions process, addressing IB students
specifically in documentation and publications.



Placement—acknowledging the rigor of IB courses and establishing prerequisites for IB courses that
are fair and equitable in comparison with those for similar college prep programs.



Credit—providing detailed information on the courses for which credit is possible based on IB Diploma
exam scores; specifically understanding and recognizing Theory of Knowledge, the Extended Essay
and the content of both standard and higher level courses.



Scholarships—providing scholarships or scholarship opportunities specifically for IB Diploma students.

Higher Level vs Standard Level Courses
Students take some IB Diploma subjects at higher level (HL) and some at the standard level (SL). HL and SL
courses differ in scope, but are measured according to the same grade descriptors, with students expected to
demonstrate a greater body of knowledge, understanding, and skills at higher level. Each student takes at least
three (but not more than four) subjects at the higher level, and the remaining at the standard level. The IB
recommends a minimum of 240 hours of instructional time for HL courses and 150 hours for SL courses. All
HL courses are taught over two years. Therefore, juniors may NOT test HL. At Myers Park, most SL courses
are taught over two years. The exceptions are IB Business Management I, IB Philosophy SL I, and IB
Psychology SL. Students may take these courses, and sit for the appropriate IB exam, either the junior or the
senior year.
IB Diploma Course Selection
Diploma students test in a course from EACH of the 6 subject groups. Options: 3 Higher Level (HL) and 3
Standard Level (SL) or 4 HL and 2 SL. Students may take more than the minimal requirements.
Group 1: Language A Literature- Required HL
Group 2: Second Language- May be SL or HL
Group 3: Individuals and Societies- IB History of the Americas HL I and II are required
Group 4: Experimental Sciences- May be SL or HL
Group 5: M athematics- May be SL or HL
Group 6: Arts or one subject from groups 2-4
TOK- This two-year course is required.
All IB Diploma students must complete the IB Core:
A two-year course in the Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
A 4,000-word Extended Essay in a subject of their choice
A Creativity, Action, & Service (CAS) program
16

External Assessment
Examinations form the basis of the assessment for most courses. This is because of their high levels of
objectivity and reliability. They include:








essays
structured problems
short-response questions
data-response questions
text-response questions
case-study questions
multiple-choice questions – though these are rarely used

Internal Assessment
Teacher assessment is also used for most courses. This includes:
 oral work in languages
 fieldwork in geography
 laboratory work in the sciences
 investigations in mathematics
 artistic performances.
Fulfilling the IB Diploma requirements means a student has:






Completed and passed all required IB courses as scored by the school; and
Passed all internal assessments as scored by the school; and
Successfully completed all required projects and products as scored by the school; and
Successfully completed the IB core requirements of the Extended Essay, and Creativity, Activity and
Service (CAS) as assessed by the school; and
Completed the final IB examinations administered in each of the required subjects.

Your counselor is an important person for you to get to know! Please check the Student Services website to
find your counselor. http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/myersparkHS/Pages/Default.aspx
Vision:
The Myers Park School Counselors will advocate for all students to obtain an equitable education in which
students will become engaged lifelong learners.
Mission:
The Myers Park School Counselors exist to provide all students with a comprehensive school counseling
program focused on enhancing academic, career and personal/social growth. Counselors will collaborate with
stakeholders, including teachers, administrators and parents to assist students in reaching their full potential to
function in a global society.
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11th Grade-IB Diploma Courses
IB Language A- Literature HL I is a
required two-year course.
IB Language B: French SL I or II or
World Lang- Group 2
IB Language B: German SL I or II or
IB Chinese will be
added when enrollment IB Language B: Latin SL I or II or
IB Language B: Spanish SL I or II
is sufficient.
One of the above is required.
Social Studies- Group 3 IB History of the Americas HL I is a
required two-year course (I and II)
IB Social Studies Electives
IB Business Management I or
IB Philosophy SL I or
IB Psychology SL I
Sciences- Group 4
An IB Science is required. All are
*Biology, Chemistry and two-year courses.
Physics are taught HL but IB Biology HL I or
test SL or HL.
IB Chemistry HL I or
**IB Environmental
IB Environmental Systems and
Systems and Societies
Societies I SL only or
and IB Sports, Exercise
IB Physics HL I or
and Health Science test
IB Sports, Exercise and Health
only SL.
Science I SL only
Math- Group 5
An IB Math is required.
Effective 2018-2019,
IB Mathematics HL I or
Math HL track students
IB Mathematics SL I or SL II or
will take IB Mathematics IB Mathematical Studies SL I or II
SL II as sophomores.
Must have completed at least IB MYP
NC Math 3 to enroll in SL I.
Arts - Group 6
Required IB elective:
IB Visual Arts SL I or HL I or
MUST take either one of IB Film SL I or HL I or
the four IB Arts or an IB IB Visual Arts: Photo SL I or HL I or
elective from Groups 2-4. IB Theatre SL I or HL I or
IB course from Groups 2-4
TOK Required junior year
Theory of Knowledge
(TOK)
IB or non-IB
Elective
IB Subject Groups
English- Group 1

12th Grade- IB Diploma Courses
IB Language A- Literature HL II is
required.
IB Language B: French SL II or HL II or
IB Language B: German SL II or HL II or
IB Language B: Latin SL II or HL II or
IB Language B: Spanish SL II or HL II
MUST test at least SL II (11th or 12th).
IB History of the Americas HL II is
required.
IB Social Studies Electives
IB Business Management I or HL II or
IB Philosophy SL I or HL II or
IB Psychology SL I or HL II
An IB Science is required
*IB Biology HL II or
*IB Chemistry HL II or
**IB Environmental Systems and
Societies II SL only or
*IB Physics HL II or
**IB Sports, Exercise and Health Science
II SL only
An IB Math is required.
IB Mathematics HL II or
IB Mathematics SL II or
IB Mathematical Studies II or
An AP math if IB math completed.
HL must be completed in grade 12.
Required IB Elective:
IB Visual Arts SL II or HL II or
IB Film SL II or HL II or
IB Visual Arts Photo SL II or HL II or
IB Theatre SL II or HL II or
IB course from Groups 2-4
TOK Required senior year
IB or non-IB

The IB Diploma Math courses are changing 2019-2020. We anticipate that much of the Core Content will
remain the same. However, the names will change.
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Guidelines for Choosing an IB Math for the Diploma
IB Mathematical Studies SL is a two-year course available at Standard Level (SL) only. It is most appropriate
for students who are planning to pursue college majors in which math plays a lesser role. The course places
emphasis on the application of mathematics to real-life situations. Most colleges will not award college credit
for the IB Mathematical Studies SL exam. However, because IB Mathematical Studies SL is part of the
rigorous IB Diploma track, it is a college-prep math course, even if you will not receive college credit.
IB Mathematics SL is a two-year course available at Standard Level (SL) only. It is appropriate for students
who need a sound mathematical background as they prepare for mathematics intensive college majors, such as
Math, Chemistry, Engineering, or Physics. Students complete most of the topics, including introductory
Calculus, the first year and then focus on a more intense Calculus driven curriculum the second year. Most
colleges will not award college credit for the IB Mathematics SL exam. However, students can sit for the AP
Calculus AB exam at the end of the two-year course. Colleges will award credit for the AP Calculus AB exam.
IB Mathematics HL is a two-year Higher Level (HL) course appropriate for students who really excel at math.
Students must start this three-year course of study as sophomores by taking IB Mathematics SL II. Therefore,
HL students must complete IB MYP NC Math 3 in 9 th grade. Pre-Calculus is also highly recommended. The
majority of these students will include mathematics as a major component of their college studies, either as a
subject in its own right or within courses such as Physics and Engineering. Students sit for the AP Calculus AB
exam sophomore year, the AP Calculus BC exam junior year and the IB Mathematics HL exam senior year.

IB Math
Studies SL

IB Math
SL

IB Math
HL

9th
IBMYP Math III

10th
Precalculus Honors

11th
IB Math Studies 1

12th
IB Math Studies 2

IBMYP Math III

IB Math Studies 1

IB Math Studies 2

AP Statistics

IBMYP Math III
IBMYP Math II

IB Math Studies 1
IBMYP Math III

IB Math Studies 2
IB Math Studies 1

AP Calculus AB
IB Math Studies 2

IBMYP Math III
IBMYP Math III
IBMYP Math III
IBMYP Math II

Precalculus Honors
IB Math SL1
IB Math SL1
IBMYP Math III

IB Math SL1
IB Math SL2
IB Math SL2
IB Math SL1

IB Math SL2
AP Statistics
AP Calculus BC
IB Math SL2

IBMYP Math III

IB Math SL 2 *

IB HL1

IB HL2

Precalculus Honors

IB Math SL 2 *

IB HL1

IB HL2

*Please note that once a student receives credit for IB Math SL 2, he/she cannot take AP Calculus AB.
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IB Diploma Exam Grades vs CMS Letter Grades
Grades and Quality Point Weights on Myers Park School Transcript
Students receive numeric grades on their transcripts that will be based upon a 10-point grading scale.
A: 90-100 = 4.0
B: 80-89 = 3.0
C: 70-79 = 2.0
D: 60-69 = 1.0
F: < 59 = 0.0
Quality Points Policy
Students earn an additional .5 quality point for Honors and IB MYP courses, and an additional 1.0 quality
points for Advanced Placement (AP)/International Baccalaureate (IB) courses. For example, a freshman who
earns an “A” in IB MYP English I will receive a weighted 4.5 grade. A student who earns an “A” in an AP or
IB course will receive a weighted 5.0 grade.
Important: Please read the Myers Park High School Profile for IB MYP quality points exceptions.
Teachers also use the 1-7 IB grading scale on some assignments. These 1-7 grades are not recorded in
PowerSchool. Teachers use the CMS grading scale for classroom assessments. The 1-7 grades are important
because they are based on the criteria the IB Organization uses to grade IB exams.
IB Diploma
Grade
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

CMS
Numerical
95-100
90-94
80-89
70-79
60-69
50-59
Below 50

CMS Letter
Grade
A
A
B
C
D
F
F
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IB Diploma
Grade Descriptors
Frequently innovative
Occasionally innovative work
High-quality work
Good-quality work
Acceptable quality work
Limited quality work
Very limited quality work

Assessment Outline- Higher and Standard Level Courses (1-7)
Group 1- IB Language A- Literature HL
External Assessments
IB Exam Paper 1- Literary Commentary (20%)
IB Exam Paper 2- Essay (25%)
Written Assignment (25%)
Internal Assessments
Oral Commentary (15%)
Oral Presentation (15%)
Group 2- IB Spoken World Languages
IB Language B: French HL & SL
IB Language B: German HL & SL
IB Language B: Spanish HL & SL
External Assessments
IB Exam Paper 1- Productive skills (25%)
IB Exam Paper 2- Receptive skills (50%)
Internal Assessments
Individual Oral (25%)
HL and SL have the same assessment % weighting but different in the level of depth and complexity.
Group 2- IB Latin (Classical Language)
External Assessments
IB Exam Paper 1- Translation (35%)
IB Exam Paper 2- Extract Questions (45%)
Internal Assessment
Research dossier (20%)
HL and SL have the same assessment % weighting but differ in the level of depth and complexity.
Group 3- Individuals and Societies
Group 3- IB History of the Americas HL
External Assessments
HL IB Exam Paper 1- Source-based (20%)
HL IB Exam Paper 2- Essays World History Topics (25%)
HL IB Exam Paper 3- Region Essays (35%)
Internal Assessment
HL Historical Investigation (20%)
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Group 3- IB Business Management HL & SL
External Assessments
HL IB Exam Paper 1- Case Study (35%)
HL IB Exam Paper 2- Syllabus Content (40%)
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Case Study (30%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Syllabus Content (45%)
Internal Assessments
HL Research Project (25%)
SL Written Commentary (25%)
Group 3- IB Philosophy HL & SL
External Assessments
HL IB Exam Paper 1- Core and optional themes (40%)
HL IB Exam Paper 2- Philosophical texts (20%)
HL IB Exam Paper 3- Unseen text (20%)
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Core and optional themes (50%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Philosophical texts (25%)
Internal Assessments
HL Philosophical Analysis (20%)
SL Philosophical Analysis (25%)
Group 3- IB Psychology HL & SL
External Assessments
HL IB Exam Paper 1- Syllabus Part 1 (40%)
HL IB Exam Paper 2- Syllabus Part 2 (20%)
HL IB Exam Paper 3- Syllabus Part 3 (20%)
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Syllabus Part 1 (50%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Syllabus Part 2 (25%)
Internal Assessments
HL Experimental Study (20%)
SL Experimental Study (25%)
Group 4- Sciences - IB Biology, IB Chemistry and IB Physics HL & SL
External Assessments
HL IB Exam Paper 1-Multiple Choice (20%)
HL IB Exam Paper 2- Data Based (36%)
HL IB Exam Paper 3- Experimental Skills (24%)
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Multiple Choice (20%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Data Based (40%)
HL IB Exam Paper 3- Experimental Skills (20%)
Internal Assessments
HL Lab Work (20%)
SL Lab Work (20%)
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Group 4- IB Environmental Systems and Societies
Offered SL Only
External Assessments
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Case Study (25%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Short Answers/Essays (50%)
Internal Assessments
SL Individual Investigation (25%)
Group 4- IB Sports, Exercise and Health
Offered SL Only
External Assessments
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Syllabus content: Core (20%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Syllabus content: Core (35%)
SL IB Exam Paper 3- Syllabus content: Options (25%)
Internal Assessments
SL Individual Investigation (20%)
Group 5- IB Mathematical Studies SL
External Assessments
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Short Responses (40%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Extended Responses (40%)
Internal Assessment
SL Project (20%)
Group 5- IB Mathematics SL
External Assessments
SL IB Exam Paper 1- Short/Extended Responses (40%)
SL IB Exam Paper 2- Short/Extended Responses (40%)
Internal Assessments
SL Mathematical Exploration (20%)
Group 5- IB Mathematics HL
External Assessments
HL IB Exam Paper 1- Short/Extended Responses (30%)
HL IB Exam Paper 2- Short/Extended Responses (30%)
HL IB Exam Paper 3- Extended Responses (20%)
Internal Assessment
HL Mathematical Exploration (20%)
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Group 6- The Arts
Group 6: IB Visual Arts HL & SL: Includes IB Art and IB Photo
External Assessments
HL & SL Part 1- Comparative Study (20%)
HL & SL Part 2- Process Portfolio (40%)
Internal Assessment
HL & SL Part 3- Exhibition (40%)
Group 6- IB Film HL & SL
External Assessments
Textual analysis
Comparative study
Internal Assessment
Film portfolio
Collaborative film project

SL 30%
SL 30%

HL 20%
HL 20%

SL 40%

HL 25%
HL only 35%

Group 6- IB Theatre HL & SL
External Assessments
HL Task -1 Solo Theatre Piece (35%)
HL Task 2- Director’s Notebook (20%)
HL Task 3- Research Presentation (20%)
SL Task 2- Director’s Notebook (35%) * SL Task -1 (HL only)
SL Task 3- Research Presentation (30%)
Internal Assessment
HL Task 4- Collaborative Project (25%)
SL Task 4- Collaborative Project (35%)
Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
Part 1 Essay on a Prescribed Title (67%)
Part 2 Presentation (33%)
Extended Essay
The Extended Essay of approximately 4,000 words and TOK grades are combined according to a matrix to give
a student a maximum of 3 bonus points. Letter grades are awarded for the Extended Essay and Theory of
Knowledge course based on achievement against published criteria:
A - Work of an excellent standard
B - Work of a good standard
C - Work of a satisfactory standard
D - Work of a mediocre standard
E - Work of an elementary standard
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The Diploma Matrix
Extended Essay (EE) and Theory of Knowledge (TOK) grades are A-E
Students may earn up to 3 bonus points based on the following matrix.

EE= A
EE= B
EE= C
EE= D
EE= E
No Grade

TOK= A
3
3
2
2
Fail
Fail

TOK= B
3
2
2
1
Fail
Fail

TOK= C
2
2
1
0
Fail
Fail

TOK= D
2
1
0
0
Fail
Fail

TOK= E
Fail
Fail
Fail
Fail
Fail
Fail

No grade
Fail
Fail
Fail
Fail
Fail
Fail

The Award of the IB Diploma
The IB Diploma is awarded based on the compilation of points earned on a number of criteria during grades 11
and 12. The maximum score is 45. Every IB subject is graded on a scale of 1 to 7. That score is a composite of
the various internal and external assessments. In addition to the possible 42 subject area points (6 courses x 7
points), IB also provides a way to earn up to 3 “Bonus” points using a matrix (see above table) consisting of a
student’s grade in the Theory of Knowledge course and the Extended Essay grade. To earn the IB Diploma, a
student must earn a total of at least 24 points in all 6 IB subject areas, do well on the Extended Essay and
Theory of Knowledge course, and successfully complete CAS and internal/ external assessments. Students who
earn 24 points do not automatically receive the IB Diploma. The additional requirements are as follows.
CAS requirements have been met.
There is no “N” awarded for TOK, the EE or for a contributing subject.
There is no grade E awarded for TOK and/or the EE.
There is no grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
There are no more than two grade 2s awarded (HL or SL).
There are no more than three grade 3s or below awarded (HL or SL).
The candidate has gained 12 points or more on HL subjects (for candidates who register for four HL
subjects, the three highest grades count).
 The candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL subjects (candidates who register for two SL subjects
must gain at least 5 points at SL).
 The candidate has not received a penalty for academic misconduct from the Final Award Committee.








Students access their IB scores online in July.
Advanced Placement Exams
Many IB Diploma students take AP exams. The IB Organization WILL NOT change an IB exam date.
College Board will provide alternate AP exam dates. For information concerning AP exam registration, visit
the Myers Park High School testing webpage.
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Creativity, Action and Service (CAS)
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) is at the heart of the Diploma Program. It is one of the three essential
elements in every student’s Diploma Program experience. It involves students in a range of activities alongside
their academic studies throughout the Diploma Program. The three components of CAS, which are often
interwoven with particular activities, are characterized as follows:
Creativity: arts, and other experiences that involve creative thinking.
Activity: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work
elsewhere in the IB Diploma Program.
Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. The rights,
dignity and autonomy of all those involved are respected.
CAS enables students to enhance their personal and interpersonal development through experimental
learning. At the same time, it provides an important counterbalance to the academic pressures of the rest of
the Diploma Program. A good CAS experience should be both challenging and enjoyable, a personal
journey of self-discovery. Each individual student has a different starting point, and therefore different
goals and needs, but for many their CAS activities include experiences that are profound and life changing.

For continuing students, the login page for Myers Park is https://myerspark.managebac.com
New juniors cannot login until they are registered in ManageBac. Our IB Diploma Coordinator will collect the
necessary information from new juniors. Then, ManageBac will send a welcome email to each student.
Continuing students have their login information from last year.
Directions for using ManageBac
After receiving your welcome e-mail from ManageBac and setting your password, you can log in to your
ManageBac account at https://myerspark.managebac.com Please note that the welcome email link is only valid
for 24 hours.
On your home screen in ManageBac, click the Help button. After you click the Help button, you will be on the
Help & Support Screen
In the column on the left of the Help & Support screen, click the button that you are a IB Diploma (DP)
student. You can then access a series of screen shots that will explain how to use ManageBac.
Remember: There is no longer an hour requirement. You are to meet the learning outcomes listed in
ManageBac. You also need to complete a senior CAS project.
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IB Exams: 2019-2020
The chart below lists the IB courses that will test May, 2020. The IB exam schedule will be posted Fall, 2018.
English- Group 1
World Lang- Group 2

Social Studies- Group 3

Sciences- Group 4

Math- Group 5

Arts - Group 6

Theory of Knowledge

IB Language A- Literature HL II
IB Language B: French SL II or HL II
IB Language B: German SL II or HL II
IB Language B: Latin SL II or HL II
IB Language B: Spanish SL II or HL II
IB History of the Americas HL II
IB Social Studies Electives
IB Business Management I or HL II
IB Philosophy SL I or HL II
IB Psychology SL I or HL II
IB Biology HL II
IB Chemistry HL II
IB Environmental Systems and Societies II SL
IB Physics HL II
IB Sports, Exercise and Health Science SL
IB Mathematics HL II
IB Mathematics SL II
IB Mathematical Studies II
IB Visual Arts SL II or HL II
IB Film SL II or HL II
IB Visual Arts Photo SL II or HL II
IB Theatre SL II or HL II
Doesn’t test but has requirements

IB Exam Registration
Juniors and Seniors will register for IB exams Fall, 2019
AP and IB Exam Conflicts
The IB Organization WILL NOT change an IB exam date. College Board will provide alternate AP exam
dates. For information concerning AP exam registration, visit the Myers Park High School testing webpage.
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Academic Honesty Policy
Applies to IB Middle Years and IB Diploma Programs
Academic honesty in the IB is a principle informed by the attributes of the IB Learner Profile. In teaching,
learning and assessment, academic honesty serves to promote personal integrity and engender respect for others
and the integrity of their work. Upholding academic honesty helps to ensure that all students have an equal
opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge and skills they acquire during their studies.
Approaches to Learning
Through Approaches to Learning (ATL), students develop skills that have relevance across the curriculum and
help them “learn how to learn”. Through an elevation of the importance of the Approaches to Learning Skills,
particularly self-management, communication, and research, teachers have multiple opportunities to have open
discussions with students regarding academic honesty.
Conventions for Citing and Acknowledging Original Authorship
Myers Park High School uses the Modern Language Association (MLA) citation style for all student
coursework- IB and non IB. Often, students plagiarize unintentionally, because they do not know how to cite
sources properly, cut and paste from e-resources, and are not skilled in the arts of paraphrase and summary. At
the beginning of each semester, teachers give students a clear definition of what constitutes plagiarism and what
they consider to be appropriate collaboration. Teachers instruct students on how to understand and avoid
plagiarism, and require them to discuss and write about plagiarism, copyright, collaboration, authorship, and
plagiarism policies.
The IB Organization defines academic misconduct as behavior (whether deliberate or inadvertent) that results
in, or may result in, the candidate or any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more
components of assessment. Behavior that may disadvantage another candidate is also regarded as academic
misconduct.






“plagiarism—this is defined as the representation, intentionally or unintentionally, of the ideas, words or
work of another person without proper, clear and explicit acknowledgment
collusion—this is defined as supporting academic misconduct by another candidate, for example,
allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another
misconduct during an official IB examination (for example, taking unauthorized material into an
examination, behavior that disrupts the examination or distracts other candidates, communicating
with another candidate)
any other behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or that affects the results of another
candidate (for example, falsifying a community service record, disclosure of information to and receipt
of information from candidates about the content of an official IB examination within 24 hours after
the examination via any form of communication/media).”

It is important to distinguish between the encouraged practice of collaboration and the discouraged practice of
collusion. Collaboration occurs when two or more students work together on an assignment with full disclosure
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of the authors of the end product. Teachers often encourage student collaboration to promote cooperative
learning. Whenever an individual assessment is produced while students are working collaboratively, the work
must be written in the student’s own words and therefore should not be identical to another student’s work.
Middle Years Program (grades 9-10)
There are no external exams or IB-validated grades in the IB MYP. Thus, IB examiners do not grade
assignments or exams. Therefore, this policy provides procedures for handling matters related to student
academic dishonesty at Myers Park High School. For IB MYP students, the goals of this academic honesty
policy are to:
1. Foster a culture of academic honesty in the Myers Park High School learning community.
2. Maintain the integrity and academic reputation of the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program.
Since IB MYP students do not submit internal and external assessments to the IB Organization, all academic
honesty issues are school related. IB Diploma Program (grades 11-12) academic honesty issues may be school
related or with official IB external and internal assessments. The International Baccalaureate (IB) assesses
student work as direct evidence of achievement against the stated goals of the Diploma Program (DP) courses.
Teachers proactively teach academic honesty and incorporate it into their lessons, assignments, and projects
whenever possible. When discovered, academic dishonesty will have strong and immediate consequences.
Consequences for academic dishonesty at the IB MYP level are set forth in the Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools
document: Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools Student Rights & Responsibilities Handbook Code of Student
Conduct.
Students may access an electronic copy of this document on the CMS website:
http://www.cms.k12.nc.us
In addition, the Myers Park High School Honor Code promotes a community of honesty, integrity and trust that
supports student learning and achievement.

IB Diploma Program (grades 11-12)
The International Baccalaureate Organization assesses student work as direct evidence of achievement against
the stated goals of the IB Diploma Program (DP) courses. This includes external and internal assessments.
External assessment
Official IB exams, administered each May, form the basis of the assessment for most courses. This is because
of their high levels of objectivity and reliability.
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They include:


essays



structured problems



short-response questions



data-response questions



text-response questions




case-study questions
multiple-choice questions – though these are rarely used.

Internal assessment
Teacher assessment is also used for most IB Diploma courses. This includes:


oral work in languages



fieldwork in geography



laboratory work in the sciences



investigations in mathematics
artistic performances.



It is an IB requirement that every IB World School that offers the Diploma Program has a policy to promote
academic honesty. This policy must be shared with candidates before they begin the Diploma Program and be
followed by reminders throughout the two years of the program.
IB teachers are best placed to verify that candidates’ work complies with the IB’s expectations concerning
academic honesty. Therefore, teachers must use appropriate means to ensure that candidates’ work is, to the
best of their knowledge, the authentic work of the candidates. Schools are responsible for checking all
candidates’ work prior to submission to the IB for assessment or moderation.
Lack of referencing
IB Diploma Program candidates submit work for assessment in a variety of media that may include audio-visual
material, text, graphs, images and/or data published in print or electronic sources. If a candidate uses the work
or ideas of another person, the candidate must acknowledge the source using a standard style of referencing in a
consistent manner. A candidate’s failure to acknowledge a source will be investigated by the IB as a potential
breach of IB regulations that may result in a penalty imposed by the final award committee.
The IB does not prescribe which style(s) of referencing or in-text citation should be used by candidates; this is
left to the discretion of appropriate faculty/staff in the school. Regardless of the reference style adopted by the
school for a given subject, it is expected that the minimum information given includes: name of author, date of
publication, title of source and page numbers as applicable.
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Candidates are not expected to show expertise in referencing, but are expected to demonstrate that all sources
have been acknowledged using a standard style consistently so that credit is given to all sources used (audiovisual material, text, graphs, images and/or data published in print or in electronic sources), including sources
that have been paraphrased or summarized. When writing text, a candidate must clearly distinguish between his
or her words and those of others by the use of quotation marks (or other method like indentation) followed by
an appropriate in-text citation accompanied by an entry in the bibliography.
Too much assistance and collusion
Although group work is a key element in components of certain subjects, students expected to present
assessments in their own words and acknowledge the words or ideas of others where collaboration has occurred.
Teachers warn students against using the growing number of websites and organizations that claim to offer
"help" with IB assessment tasks. None of these are endorsed by the IB and some are virtually indistinguishable
from sites on the internet that offer custom-made assignments, usually for a fee, for candidates' use. Some
sources of support may be acting in good faith, but nevertheless are offering a level of support and guidance that
may not be permitted by the IB.
The level and kind of guidance permitted by the IB for any subject is outlined in the appropriate IB guide.
Other forms of academic misconduct
Academic misconduct most commonly involves collusion or plagiarism and constitutes a breach of regulations.
However, there are other ways in which a candidate may be in breach of regulations. For example, if he or she:










duplicates work to meet the requirements of more than one assessment component
fabricates data for an assignment
takes unauthorized material into an examination room
disrupts an examination by an act of misconduct, such as distracting another candidate or creating a
disturbance
exchanges, supports, or attempts to support the passing on of information that is or could be related to
the examination
fails to comply with the instructions of the invigilator or other member of the school’s staff responsible
for the conduct of the examination
impersonates another candidate
steals examination papers
discloses or discusses the content of an examination paper with a person outside the immediate school
community within 24 hours after the examination.

Schools can report suspected instances of academic honesty, or IB examiners can report them. An IB
committee determines the consequences after a careful investigation. If the committee determines a student has
violated the IB academic honesty policy, this will be indicated on the student’s official IB grade report and the
student will receive a non-scoreable grade of “N” rather than 1-7.
Consequences for school related academic dishonesty at the Diploma level (grades 11-12) level are set forth in
the Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools document: Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools Student Rights &
Responsibilities Handbook Code of Student Conduct. Students may access an electronic copy of this document
31

on the CMS website: http://www.cms.k12.nc.us In addition, the Myers Park High School Honor Code promotes
a community of honesty, integrity and trust that supports student learning and achievement.
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Myers Park High School Honor Code (2018)
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Assessment Policy
Applies to IB Middle Years and IB Diploma Programs
Assessment is integral to all teaching and learning. IB MYP and IB Diploma Program assessment requires
teachers to assess the prescribed subject--‐group objectives using the assessment criteria for each subject group.
In order to provide students with opportunities to achieve at the highest level, teachers develop rigorous tasks
that embrace a variety of assessment strategies.
Why do we access student work?
Assessment provides information about student learning and development, as well as a framework for planning,
self-reflection, and collaboration. We assess student’s learning through:
 Identifying prior knowledge
 Differentiating instruction to meet individual needs
 Engaging learners in reflection to determine strengths and limitations and to identify areas for
improvement
 Providing feedback for students in a timely and descriptive manner
 Expanding student learning opportunities
Teachers make decisions about student achievement using their professional judgment, guided by criteria that
are public, known in advance and precise, ensuring that assessment is transparent.
It is important to stress that the single most important aim of assessment is that it should support curricular
goals and encourage appropriate student learning. This is achieved by assessments measuring students’
achievement levels against published criteria that are derived from the course aims and objectives. Students
need to understand what the assessment expectations are and these should be introduced early in the course and
be the focus of class and homework activities. The assessment requirements make it clear how summative
assessment will be conducted, and how each student will be judged at the end of the course.
Assessment in the IB aims to:
 support and encourage student learning by providing feedback on the learning process
 inform, enhance and improve the teaching process
 provide opportunity for students to exhibit transfer of skills across disciplines, such as in the personal
project and interdisciplinary unit assessments
 promote positive student attitudes towards learning
 promote a deep understanding of subject content by supporting students in their inquiries set in real --‐
world contexts
 promote the development of critical--‐ and creative--‐thinking skills
 reflect the international--‐mindedness of the MYP and DP by allowing assessments to be set in a variety
of cultural and linguistic contexts
 support the holistic nature of the MYP and DP by including in its model principles that take account of
the development of the whole student.
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Assessment at Myers Park High School adheres to Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools’ assessment policies, while
also following the guidelines for IB assessment.
Students’ Roles and Responsibilities
Students are expected to:
 Engage in the learning process
 Be an active participant in the assessment of their learning
 Understand assessment expectations, standards and practices
Teachers’ Roles and Responsibilities
Teachers are expected to:
 Collaborate with department and program colleagues to design and implement assessment structures
which support and encourage student learning
 Use a combination of formative and summative assessment to support and encourage student learning
 Provide timely feedback to students on their performance
 Provide instruction and assessment of Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills, especially skills that are
closely related to subject--‐group objectives
Assessment Practices in the IB Middle Years Program (grades 9-10)
Each IB MYP course contains four major criteria that teachers will assess throughout the school year. The
marking guidelines (known as rubrics) are posted within every course outline that can be found in ManageBac
under files. Each MYP course and the Personal Project have four criteria. While all four criteria will be
assessed at least twice throughout the school year, not every criterion will be assessed in every term.
By the end of the school year, each student will receive a level from 0 to 8 on each of the four criteria for a
maximum score of 32. This score will be converted into a final level from 0 to 7.
Teachers are also required to use the Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) grading scale. Students and
parents have access to an IB MYP grade/CMS grade conversion chart in this Handbook.
Assessment Practices in the IB Diploma Program (grades 11-12)

In line with the philosophy of the IB Diploma Program, students are assessed against the course objectives at
their current level of achievement on the 7--‐point scale throughout the course. At the end of the course, this
level corresponds with a description (grade descriptor) of each level for each group of subjects in the IB
Diploma Program. Grade descriptors consist of characteristics of performance in relation to the course
objectives at each level.
34

IB Diploma teachers also use school-‐based student assessment in addition to IB internal and external
assessments. These school-‐based assessments are essential for student success and contribute to the students’
report card marks. The report card grade each student earns in a particular IB class is not tied directly to the
marks earned on formal IB assessments, but is reflective of work completed in preparation for those
assessments. Report card marks during the course are based on unit tests using past IB exam questions, practice
exams and in-‐class assignments modelled on IB assessments. Teachers evaluate school- ‐based assignments
using IB rubrics and then convert the marks to 1-‐7 scores based on mark bands available in the yearly subject
reports provided by IB Organization. These school-‐based assessments do not contribute toward the final IB
grade, which is awarded by the IB Organization in July, based on a combination of Internal Assessments (IA’s)
and External Assessments (EA’s) in each course.
Teaching and Assessment of Approaches to Learning (ATL) in the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program.
At Myers Park High School, we focus on the 5 Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills described by the IB
Organization (thinking, communication, social, self-‐management, and research). Teachers deliver direct
instruction in the 5 areas and assess the development of those skills across the curriculum. This focus on ATL
is designed to support students in developing the foundational skills they need to be successful lifelong learners.

How students’ progress is recorded and reported





Data relating to the academic achievement of all students are organized in an assessment database
Teachers access this information to track student progress and make educational decision
Rubrics: established sets of criteria used for scoring tests, performances, or portfolios
Checklists: lists of information, data, attributes, or elements that must be present

Reporting methods:




Progress reports
Report cards—quarter, semester and year
PowerSchool- students and parents can view grades online

References
Assessment principles and practices—Quality assessments in a digital age (online IB resource 2018)
Programme standards and practice (online IB resource 2018)
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Language Policy
Applies to IB Middle Years and IB Diploma Programs
Philosophy
In order to support primary and secondary language acquisition, we believe that all teachers are language
teachers. Language is one of the driving forces that connects all of the IB disciplines. Effective language
learning is a natural precursor to global understanding and awareness. The goal is for students to achieve
proficiency in English, the language of instruction, as well as in a second language offered at school: French,
German, Latin, or Spanish. We recognize the transfer of cognitive skills from Language A to Language B and
vice versa. This process encourages the acquisition of higher order thinking skills and the development of
multiple perspectives. The language policy also recognizes the importance of all teachers differentiating
instruction for students at different levels of language acquisition.

A school language policy provides a dynamic framework for promoting the development of interpersonal
communicative skills, threshold literacy that leads towards academic language proficiency and confident
identities. This policy takes into account the needs of students in the provision of courses from the IB MYP
and IB Diploma Program Language Acquisition subject groups. We support English Learners (EL) by
appreciating their mother tongues and by helping them become proficient in English.
As spoken and written language are the primary means of communication in an academic setting, we emphasize
the study of English as it is the primary language spoken in our community. Since we live in an interconnected
world where we must communicate across cultures to solve problems, students should become proficient in a
second language in order to become responsible world citizens. As a result, we require all students to study a
second language throughout their participation in the IB Program.
Language Profile of Myers Park High School
The primary language of Myers Park High School is English, but the school has a significant (and increasing)
number of students who are not native English speakers. The school’s population of students receiving English
as a Second Language (ESL) services is the largest among the Charlotte Mecklenburg High Schools. These
students are also known as English Learners (EL). The school offers direct language instruction or consultative
support for these students. The most prevalent mother tongue (after English) is Spanish. There are 20+ mother
tongues spoken at Myers Park. However, they make up approximately 5% of the total school population.
The English as a Second Language (ESL) program at Myers Park seeks to help English Learners (EL) gain
English proficiency and achieve at high levels in core academic subjects such as math, science, social studies
and language arts. English learner teachers ensure that all EL students receive appropriate testing
accommodations, classroom modifications, and program placements.
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Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools English Learner (EL) Services Department Vision
The EL Services department meets the individual needs of linguistically and culturally diverse students by
providing equitable opportunities and advocating for every English learner in every school.
English Learner (EL) Services Department Mission
The EL Services department empowers all English learners to be globally engaged by meeting their linguistic
and academic needs within their socio-cultural contexts.
Myers Park provides high-quality, rigorous, and engaging instructional supports through research/evidencebased practices. We collaborate with all stakeholders to ensure equitable access that impacts achievement and
opportunity gaps, so English learners graduate college and career-ready.
IB Entrance Requirements
Proficiency in English is not a requirement for admission to either the IB MYP or IB Diploma Program.
However, it is very rare to have a student in the IB Program who is not proficient in English. Although very
few IB students need additional help with English, Myers Park offers a full range of services for students with
Limited English Proficiency (LEP) or who use English as their second language (ESL). Myers Park teachers
must use differentiated instruction in their classrooms, which takes into account English language proficiency,
as well as the many other factors that can affect learning.
Language A
Myers Park High School acknowledges the importance of including the teaching and learning of language
continuously throughout the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program. The primary language used in school is
English. All IB students are involved in Language A learning from grades nine through twelve. The
curriculums align with the requirements of Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools, North Carolina Standard Course of
Study, and the International Baccalaureate Language A objectives. Students take IB MYP Language and
Literature in grades 9 & 10 and English A Literature Higher Level in graded 11 & 12.
Second Language Acquisition (Language B)
Myers Park offers six years of IB language B- Chinese, French, German, Latin, or Spanish. Students complete
at least one year of one of these languages in middle school. All IB students must complete five years of a
Language B to sit for the Standard Level IB exam, which is an IB Diploma requirement. Students must
complete level III Language B by the end of their sophomore year to enter the IB Diploma program in grade 11.
Students, who complete level II Chinese, French, German, Latin, or Spanish in middle school, are able to
complete level VI their senior year and sit for the Higher Level IB exam.
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All IB students must be ready to take a Level IV Language B at the start of their junior year. Entering 9 th
graders who have not completed a Level I Language B, typically take both Level I and Level II in their 9 th grade
year or Level II and III in their 10th grade year to catch up. All IB Diploma Language B courses are taught all
year on an A/B Day schedule. All MYP Language B courses are taught on the 4x4 block schedule. This means
9th and 10th graders take their Language B either first or second term. This allows 9 th and 10th graders to catch
up before entering the IB Diploma Program in grade 11. If an IB MYP student cannot schedule the required
Language B courses, he or she must attend an approved summer school. Alternatively, with special permission
from the Language B (aka World Languages) department chair, students can take lower level Language B
courses online through the North Carolina Virtual Public School. https://ncvps.org/
North Carolina Virtual Public School
All Myers Park High School students have access to the online North Carolina Virtual Public School. By virtue
of their online course delivery, students have access to courses and highly qualified teachers in subjects not
available at school. Myers Park High School does not allow IB students to take courses available at school.
However, students may take a wide variety of Language B courses online as non-IB electives. Examples
include Arabic, Japanese, and Russian. With special permission of the Language B (aka World Languages)
department chair, students can take lower level Language B courses online to catch up and meet IB Diploma
prerequisites. However, we prefer that students complete their Language B courses at school.
All Stakeholders Must Support Language Learning
The study of another language helps students develop a sense of cultural pluralism, and openness to and
appreciation of other cultures. Learning another language supports the IB Mission statement:
“The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help
to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end, the
organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs
of international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences,
can also be right.”
Administration, IB Middle Years, and IB Diploma Coordinators






Encourage students to maintain and value their own native language and to respect the native language
of other students.
Encourage students to become fluent in more than one language.
Encourage students to share and develop their work in a social context through new and traditional
technologies.
Give students access to a variety of technological and informational sources.
Provide faculty with language education strategies, professional development, and assessment help.
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Teachers





Use a variety of strategies to help students comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and respond to a variety of
sources even when the sources are in a language other than the students’ first language.
Expose students to a wide range of sources reflecting a variety of cultures.
Give students specific and constructive linguistic feedback.
Seek continuing education regarding language instruction.

Students





Become an active language learner through inquiry and authentic real-life applications.
Become fluent in another language other than his or her mother tongue.
Be respectful of another individual’s language and culture.
See language as a tool for life-long learning.

Parents




Value the development of language skills.
Participate in meetings regarding the IB Program and language instruction.
Agree with the Language Policy of the school.

Support for the Development and Maintenance of the Mother Tongue
Myers Park’s population is made up of native speakers of many languages from around the world. While it is
critical to ensure that the language of instruction (English) does not serve as a prolonged obstacle to learning, it
is equally important to support the development and maintenance of our international students’ mother tongues.
We do this in a variety of ways:







When enrollment is sufficient, the Language B (aka World Languages) department offers Spanish for
Native Speakers Levels I and II, since Spanish is the predominant second language in our area. These
courses increase students’ academic literacy in Spanish and prepare them for transition to higher-level
Spanish courses.
A number of student clubs and organizations exist to foster cultural and language development,
including French Club, Spanish Club, German Club, and International Club.
Our Media Center offers an increasing number of magazines, newspapers, and books in the most
common mother tongues of our students.
We encourage students to write their Extended Essay in their mother tongue or investigate it as a topic,
assuming a teacher who speaks or understands that language is available to serve as their advisor.
We are exploring the possibility of allowing students to take two Languages A, perhaps through
independent study or virtual learning.
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Respect for the Mother Tongue
Our teachers take opportunities to demonstrate respect for our students’ mother tongues in class. We have two
goals: (1) we want our English Learners (EL) to feel that their language and culture are appreciated, and (2) we
want to model our appreciation of other languages and cultures for our English speakers. As a staff, we have
on-going conversations about how to teach respect for other cultures and increase international mindedness in
our students.
Parent Involvement
Since our population of non-native English families is growing, we recognize the need to improve our ability to
communicate with parents in their native language. While we recognize that English is the functional language
of our nation, some parents are missing essential information about their children’s progress in school because
of a language barrier. Our district already offers some printed materials in Spanish and Vietnamese, including
letters informing parents of students’ academic difficulties. Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools is working to make
translators available for parent phone calls and conferences, have parent meetings in Spanish as well as English,
and provide IB materials in Spanish and other languages so that all parents are informed.
Life-long Learning
The language policy promotes life-long learning. Developing language learning skills gives students the
capacity to solve problems, think critically, and act creatively. Language empowers students to understand,
interpret, and respond to ideas, attitudes, and feelings. Information literacy and technology also provide a
gateway to life-long learning and a rich range of language learning opportunities.

References

English language learners: Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (2018)
Language and learning (online IB resource 2018)
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Inclusion/Special Needs Policy
Applies to IB Middle Years and IB Diploma Programs

Introduction
We believe that all students should participate as fully as possible in the IB MYP and the IB Diploma Program.
As a school, we strive to ensure that our students with special education needs are included to the fullest extent
possible and that those students experience consistent academic success. We support the learning of all students
by appropriately addressing their unique learning needs. It is the school’s goal to help each student achieve the
attributes of the IB Learner Profile as well as to assist them in being successful in academic and non-academic
environments.
The purpose of this document is to:
 Communicate to all stakeholders in our IB community – administrators, teachers, students, and parents –
the programmatic expectations for creating and maintaining an inclusive educational environment for all
learners as required by the IB.
 Provide clear guidelines to all stakeholders by defining appropriate vision, goals, and practice in the
context of the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program.
 Establish clear responsibilities of all stakeholders.
 Outline the various accommodations and support opportunities that are available to students and teachers.
Special Education Needs Policy Goals
 Adhere to national, state, and local laws regarding Exceptional Student Education.
 Ensure that the special needs of our students are identified early, assessed, and provided.
 Clarify the expectations of all stakeholders.
 Identify roles and responsibilities of stakeholders.
 Assist all students in accessing all elements of the school curriculum and assessment policy.
 Comply with IB policies.
Myers Park High School fully complies with all of the IB’s inclusion policies.
As the IB Mission statement demonstrates, all IB Programs are inclusive:
“The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help
to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end, the
organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs
of international education and rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences,
can also be right.”
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Myers Park High International Baccalaureate Program Mission and Beliefs
“Myers Park High School, in cooperation with families and community, provides leadership in rigorous
education, to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring citizens who help create a better and more peaceful
world through intercultural understanding and respect.” Or mantra is “Myers Park, make it your own.”
Inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring citizens
To help our students develop their true potential as citizens of our world, we recognize the need to enhance their
motivation to learn. By providing curriculum that is accessible and appropriately challenging to all students, we
can foster inquiry and offer students opportunities to build upon their knowledge, so they can become caring
and active members of our communities.
Intercultural understanding and respect
Nurturing intercultural understanding and respect among students happens when educators understand and
respect the needs of all learners. Being cognizant of the unique personal and educational needs of each student,
we recognize and appreciate that not every individual can have the same educational experience. We see the
diversity of our learning community as a positive resource that can enrich learning, providing opportunities for
students and staff to heighten their awareness and expand their thinking.
Inclusion and Diversity in Myers Park High School’s IB Programs
Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) has in effect several policies and procedures to ensure that the school
district will identify, locate, and evaluate all children residing in the district with disabilities who may be in
need of special education and related services. Child Find Activities implemented in CMS include screening
and general education intervention. CMS’ Strategic Plan 2018 was built with goal number one to “maximize
academic achievement in a personalized 21st century learning environment for every child to graduate college
and career ready.”
IB program principles and practices call for schools to be organized in ways that value student diversity and
respect individual learning differences. Valuing diversity and difference is a key aspect of becoming more
internationally minded and is an important goal of all IB programs.
Myers Park High School teachers (IB and non-IB) recognize that there is a diversity of learners in every
classroom, and students are more successful when they are able to construct meaning based on their own
readiness levels, interests, and learning profiles while ensuring that all students come to a similar grasp of a skill
or idea. Teachers differentiate instruction with an individual student, within a small group, or with a whole
class. In addition to modifications teachers make for all students without official documentation, students with
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special needs are served under two plans: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and Individual
Education Plans (IEPs), mandated by The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
Admission Policy for IB MYP and IB Diploma Program
The following entrance requirements were established by Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools (CMS). Myers Park
High School has an open admission policy for all students who meet the requirements.
“Students entering grades 9 and 10 must score at or above Level III in Reading and Math, based on CMS
Administered North Carolina EOG/EOC results. Students entering grade 10 must be on track to complete IB
MYP requirements. In order to enter the IB Diploma Program in grade 11, a student must meet the following
prerequisites: English I; English II; Math I, II and III; Earth/Environmental Science and Biology; Chemistry;
World History; Civics and Economics; and Level III of a World Language (e.g. Chinese, French, German, Latin
or Spanish). Rising juniors must apply via the Special Application Procedures and the Request for
Reassignment process including a transcript analysis completed by the prospective school. Only students
currently enrolled in an IB Diploma Program will be accepted into grade 12.”
Diversity is an important element of Myers Park High School IB MYP and IB Diploma Program. Since student
interest in the IB Program theme is the only eligibility criteria to participate other than CMS entrance
requirements, students from a wide array of backgrounds participate. We make the extra effort to create a sense
of program community and cultivate both IB Program and school spirit. The IB Program serves all qualified
applicants, including English Learners (EL) as well as students receiving special education services. The IB
MYP and IB Diploma curriculums are also clear and transparent for families so they can more fully engage in
the learning of their students.
We make every effort to provide the least restrictive learning environment that appropriately matches the needs
and career goals of each student. Every IB student has a four-year plan to meet IB MYP and IB Diploma
requirements as well as high school graduation requirements. We implement inclusion differently for each
student with special needs, depending on many factors such as, but not limited to, the student’s skill level, 504
Plan or IEP, previous learning experiences, and the chosen course pathway at the IB MYP and IB Diploma
levels.
Students with Special Needs are Encouraged to consider the MYP and IB Diploma Options
We have open admission to the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program. The entrance requirements are based on IB
MYP and IB Diploma Program course requirements, not a lottery or enrollment cap. We showcase the IB MYP
and IB Diploma Program constantly. We have students and parent committees that work on recruitment. We
host coffees, open houses, tours, etc. Ultimately, students decide which program meets their needs.
Individualized instruction and student achievement are valued in our school district and at Myers Park High
School. This is evident through the services that are available, including:




Specially designed instruction to meet the needs of students with disabilities.
Access to the general curriculum and intervention programs designed to provide maximum
opportunities for instruction in the general-education setting.
Continuum of service, including consultation, co-teaching, and self-contained settings.
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Curriculum-driven instruction: North Carolina Standard Course of Study, North Carolina Extended
Content Standards, and IB MYP and IB Diploma standards.
Related services that include, but are not limited to speech, occupational, and physical therapy.
Specialized instruction for students with hearing, visual, and physical disabilities.
Modified materials, including, but not limited to books on tape, large-print materials, and specialized
equipment and furniture.
Accessible space to meet the needs of students with physical disabilities.
Appropriate technology to support students.
Assessment arrangements, including IB exams, not requiring authorization
Assessment arrangements, including IB exams, requiring authorization

The administration, faculty, and staff at Myers Park High School acknowledge that:
 Our students have different educational and learning needs, abilities, and goals.
 Students gain knowledge and skills at different rates and through different means.
 All students are capable of learning and they are unique.
 Our school welcomes all students.
Responsibilities of the IB MYP and IB Diploma Program Coordinator
Apply (as necessary) to the IB for students’ accommodations in assessment type and circumstances.
Work collaboratively with faculty to support students with special education needs.
Provide examination accommodations as needed and approved by the IB Organization.
Maintain discretion and confidence in providing special education needs services.
Meeting Needs Within the Classroom
The IB Coordinator meets with the student, parents, and teachers to discuss the necessary accommodations.
Teachers work with the student and parents concerning how the student’s needs will be met in their individual
classrooms and to decide on the best routes of communication for monitoring the student’s progress. Teachers
are expected to inform the IB Coordinator if problems or concerns arise.
Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools Programs for Exceptional Children
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools Programs for Exceptional Children are dedicated to ensure all students with a
disability will have access to the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to live productive lives.





Provide the full continuum of services to students with disabilities, based on individual needs.
Demonstrate commitment and dedication to ensure access to the general curriculum.
Provide information regarding curriculum options for students with disabilities.
Implement various grants in cooperation with the University of North Carolina at Charlotte that address
the Extensions of the Common Core Standards.
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Provide information about the implementation of inclusive practices as a service delivery model.
Develop individualized student plans as determined by data collection.
Apply researched based interventions and methodology.
Encourage parent participation in the team process of individual program development as well as
involvement in school-related activities.

Individual Education Program (IEP) teams consider service delivery options based on the needs of each student.
Teams may consider regular, resource or separate settings, which are available at every school for students
participating in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study. Teams may also consider self-contained classes
for students with significant behavioral challenges or student with significant cognitive disabilities who
participate in the North Carolina Extended Content Standards.
IEP teams may also consider self-contained classes at public separate schools for students with significant
behavioral challenges or students with significant cognitive disabilities who participate in the North Carolina
Extended Content Standards.
General Information on Section 504
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 with its amendments is a civil rights statute that prohibits
discrimination against individuals with disabilities. This law is enforced by the Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
and the EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunities Commission). Both agencies enforce Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) reauthorized as the Americans with Disabilities Act
Amendments Act (ADAAA) of 2008. The reauthorization extends the prohibition against discrimination to the
full range of state or local government services (including public schools), programs, or activities regardless of
whether they receive federal funding or not. Under Section 504, denying a disabled student a Free Appropriate
Public Education (FAPE) constitutes disability discrimination.
Section 504 covers students with diagnosed, certified, or classified disabilities who attend public and private
schools. A student is “disabled” under the Section 504 regulations if the student meets any one of the three
prongs of eligibility listed in 34 CFR 104.3(j)(1). To be protected under Section 504, a student must be
determined to:
1) Have a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity/body function, or
2) Have a record of such impairment, or
3) Be regarded as having such impairment

The Section 504 regulation does not set forth an exhaustive list of specific diseases or categories that may
constitute physical or mental impairments. The definition of physical or mental impairment under Section 504
is broad, including students with life‐threatening health conditions that will put a student in danger of death
during the school day, if medication or treatments are not in place. If a student does not have a physical or
mental impairment, the student does not meet the definition as being disabled under Section 504.
The determination of whether a student has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life
activity or major body function must be made by the Section 504 team. Section 504 regulations do not define
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the term “substantial” and therefore have left this interpretation to school districts. For the most part,
“substantial” means a student is limited in the performance of a major life activity when compared to how
students in the general population perform the same activity. School Section 504 teams, therefore, use data
from a variety of sources to make decisions regarding a student’s substantial limitation as it relates to eligibility
under Section 504.
Section 504 compared to the Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
Eligibility for protections and services under Section 504 is not the same as eligibility for IDEA. Section 504
has a much broader definition of what constitutes a disability. Under IDEA, students must need specialized
instruction and meet various criteria for the program of suspected disability. Specialized instruction is provided
to the student via an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). Section 504, however, is the provision that protects
the civil rights for a student and is created to “level the playing field” for students with mild to moderate
disabilities. These student are in a general education setting and do not need specialized instruction to meet
their needs. However, they may need limited support with medication, accommodations for testing and/or class
work, or for behavior support. Some individuals may be eligible for protections under Section 504, yet may not
require specific accommodations or supports due to mitigating measures such as medication or therapy.
Students covered under IDEA with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) do not need a separate Section 504
plan as provisions covered under Section 504 are included under IDEA.
Inclusion in the IB MYP
The IB MYP is intended to be an inclusive program that can meet the needs of a wide variety of students. The
IB strongly encourages schools to offer the IB MYP inclusively. The central place of Approaches to Learning
(ATL) helps teachers and students respond in a flexible way to individual learning needs, including the needs of
those who are learning in a language other than their first language or who have learning support requirements.
The IB MYP is designed to include students with learning support requirements.
Students with learning support requirements, as defined by the IB, may:



display difficulties or live with conditions that are a barrier to learning and therefore need particular
teaching strategies for classroom management and effective education .
display a higher than average aptitude in one or more subjects that requires adaptation and extension of
the curriculum.

Students with learning support requirements, as defined by the IB, may:



have the aptitude to meet all curriculum and assessment requirements but require support to reach their
full potential in learning and assessment
require support to access teaching and learning including planned strategies to access curricular
instruction and inclusive assessment arrangements to access assessment.

Differentiated teaching practices can build opportunities in which each student can develop, pursue and achieve
appropriate individual learning goals. This may involve utilizing collaborative and cooperative learning, a
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variety of learning practices, creative approaches to teaching and learning, differing formats and modes of
exploring and presenting knowledge and understanding being made available to the students.
Inclusion succeeds when a school-wide culture of collaboration encourages and supports inquiry and problemsolving. Increasing participation in the IB MYP is an important place to begin. Myers Park High School
ensures equality of access to the curriculum and provides students with the support they need in order to set and
meet challenging educational goals.
Inclusion in the IB Diploma Program
In addition to classroom accommodations, Myers Park complies with all IB requirements. The IB Diploma
Coordinator informs the IB Organization and provides the necessary documentation of the inclusive
education/special needs of students requiring accommodations such as extended time on examination papers.
References
Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools section 504 Handbook (2018)
Inclusive education (online IB resource 2018)
Special education in CMS http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/cmsdepartments/ec/Pages/SpecialEducationinCMS.aspx
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